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The Brickelltown Character Area comprises much of
the 1anc1 loe’tween Donner Pass Roacl and High S’treet,
as well as a few structures on the northeast side of
Interstate 80. The area includes a row of buildings
along the western portion of Donner Pass Road, built
at the foot of a 1arge cut in the hillside to the north of
the highway. Railroad tracks lie south of Donner Pass
Road. Note that historicaﬂy this neigh]oorhood ex-
tencled farther to the west, but several structures were
removed for construction of the interstate in’terchange
and those parce]s are excluded from the Character
Area Loun&ary. Toclay, Brickelltown serves as the
western gateway to Truckee.

Historic Significance

Along Donner Pass Road, Brickelltown was the loca-
tion of Coburn’s Station, one of the early Truckee
settlements destroyed })y fire. Today this neigl'l]jorl‘lood
is home to some of the oldest residences in Truckee.
It is known for its 1arge Utilitarian and Victorian s’tyle
residences, many of which have been converted to
commercial uses. The loui]dings in this arca are made
almost exclusively from wood. Many of these houses
were part of a subdivision planned by the Truckee
Lum})er Company. Perhaps the most notable residen-
tal structure in the neighl)orhoocl isthe Kruger—W}n'te
House. Kruger, along with EJ. Brickell, owned the
Truckee Lumber Company. P art]y due to the 1arge
number of Brickell's family members that settled in

the neiglﬂjorhoocl, it bears his name. Brickelltown’s
1ong association with the two owners of the former
Truckee Lumber Company is an important part of its
history.

There has been a long history of mixed uses. One of
the most notable non-residential uses was for accom-
modations. In 1904, C.B. White, a banker and South-
ern Pacific Railroad Ticket Agent, purchased the
Kruger residence. During the early twentieth century,
the Whites openecl the home as the “White House
Hotel”

The Brickelltown neig]zbor]woc] is ]oca at the base of V steep ]11]]

near the western entrance of downtown.

O Please sce page 97 (Chapter 13: General Guidelines for New Builclings) for a map that shows this Character Area in its

Truclzee context.
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A historic p[loto of the White House Hotel, now kno
White House.
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wn as the Kruger-

Historic Character Description

Historic maps show that the area was predominantly
residential in character, except for some commercial
uses located in close proximity to the Commercial
Row. Virtuaﬂy all of the residential structures had
front porches {acing the street. Many of these porches
spanned the entire width of the building, but some
were L-shapeol, and Wrappeo‘l around to the side of the
house.

His’toricaﬂy, a typica] parcel had one 1arge structure
located at the front (near Donner Pass Road), with
smaller supporting Luﬂclings located in the rear (to-
ward the hillside). The buildings followed the curva-
ture of the hillside, but still appearecl to be in relative
alignment with one another as viewed from the street.
Somewhat reflective of the commercial character of
the downtown area, buildings in Brickelltown were a
little more dense]y constructed at the eastern end, near
the Commercial District. This served as a transition
between the commercial uses and the surrounding resi-
dential neighborhoools. Bui]dings in the western por-
tion of the neighlaorhoocl were therefore a little more
spreaol out.

A mix of building types in Brickelltown provides a sense of visual

diversity.

Current C]maracter

Toclay, the Brickelltown Character Area is noted for
a steep hillside ljaclzdrop that defines the northern
boundary. Due to the railroad right-of-way across the
street, most of the structures here are located on only
the north side of Donner Pass Road.

A mix of ]Juilding types in this Character Arca, that
date from 1885 to 1930, provides a sense of visual
diversity. Examples of traditional domestic, commer-
cial and industrial architecture are found in this small
neighlaorhood. Most ]auil(iings are simple in clesign,
altllough some ornamentation was used historicaﬂy.
The smaller Luﬂdings tend to exhibit very few cletails,
reserving most ornamentation for porches on domes-
tic buildings and cornice lines for commercial archi-
tecture.

The Character Area is presently dominated Ly his-
toric period residences, a]though some modern garage
and warehouse buildings exist. Additionally, several
historic residences have been converted into commer-
cial uses. The showpiece of this area, as well as the
community, 1s the Kruger-Wln'te House. This elabo-
rate, [talianate mansion stands in great contrast to the
more modest gable-{'ront and Cross-wing workers’ cot-
tages that flank it.
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Exterior wall materials traditionally were horizontal
lap siding, for commercial and residential architecture
alike. Stone was used generally for foundations.

The limited combination of roof forms found on the
buildings creates another striking feature. Most are
simple gable roofs, with ridge lines perpendicular to
the street. Wood shingles and standing seam metal
were used on many early buildings, while today com-
position sllingles are {:requently used.

Even though the Brickelltown Character Area isboth
domestic and commercial in character, most buildings
are located near the street eclge, although small front
yarcls are important historic features. Building en-
trances are also close to the street. A varied line of
lauilding sethacks is seen, altlloug}l a sense of strect
wall defined by building fronts is present. Parking is
typicaﬂy located in the front yar&. Retaining walls are
ocated in rear yards.

M)Od s]lingles amj stan(]]ng seam meta] were use(l on many ear]y

buildings in Brickelltown.

The Character Area is presently dominated by historic period

resiclences, a]t]u)ug]] some 111()(161‘11 garage anc/ ware]wuse Aui](]ings

exist.

Some key design characteristics of this Character Area
are:

Simple roof forms

Raised porch entrances on domestic buildings
Gable front on domestic lﬁuildings

Some raised foundations

Horizontal wood 1ap siding isthe prominent build-

ing material

®  Variety of architectural types and styles

®  Simple detailing on simple buildings

e [laborate detailing exists on larger, high-style
structures

hd Buﬂdings are one or two stories in heigh‘c

®  Varied orientation of ridge lines on gal')le roofs

®  Small front yarols
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Design Goals & Policies

The Brickelltown Character Area should continue to
develop in a coordinated manner so that an overall
sense of visual continuity is achieved. Preservation of
the historic tegrity of this area is a primary goal.
Ga]o]ed ]Juildings, with smaﬂ {'ront yar(ls, shoul(l Le
the preclominant theme. At the same time, the walk-
ing experience should be enhanced for pedestrians and
the visual impacts of par]eing on site should be mini-
mized. Projects that include a primary l)uﬂcling witha
subordinate seconclary structure will aid in maintain-
ng the historic character of the area.

The design goals for the Brickelltown Character Area

are:

° To emphasize the preservation and restoration of
historic structures, when feasible

® To maintain the general historical alignmen’c of
buildings

® T maintain traditional building mass, scale and
forms along the front line of properties

® o locate additional loui]ding mass (When neces-
sary) to the rear of the property

® To continue the use of traditional Lui]ding mate-
rials

® Touse the hill cut to conceal additional building
mass

® To minimize visual impacts of hill cuts, use land-
scaping, steppecl retaining walls, stem walls, and
similar construction methods.

® To enhance the pedestrian experience

® T minimize the visual impacts of cars

ncing the peclesﬁian exp
Brickelltown Character Area.

Enk

The Brickelltown Character Area should continue to deve]op na
coordinated manner so that an overall sense of visual continuity is

achieved.

T]he Bn‘ﬁc}l&e“ﬁ:own C]lm]mcﬁ:en‘ A][‘C«‘l
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bump-out
with tree

H.par]eing must be located to the ﬁront, it should be sepamteLl from the l)ui]c[ing front with a small yarc/ and should be butfered from the street.

Design Guidelines for New
Buildings

1. Streetscape

The Brickelltown Character Area establishes the out-
ermost edge of cleve]opment in the downtown. Any
c}langes to the streetscape should result in projects that
respect the historic street curvature. Additional
streetscape enhancement should maintain front yarcls

W llere {easilale .

A. Maintain the historic street curvature.

1) W here new streetscape elements are in’trocluced,
the historic layout of the street form should be
preserved, to the extent feasible.

B. Anynew front yarcls should match the dimen-

sions of historic front ya.uls along the street.

1) These may be cleveloped as courtyarcls, but should
continue to convey a modest residential yarcl char-
acter, to the extent feasilale.

C. Maintain historic yard character.
Locate sidewalks along front edge of yards.

—

2. Parking
Parlzing on site should be visually subordinate to the
residential character of the street.

A. Locate parking to the rear when feasible, or po-
sitioned to the side, but behind the front building

line.

B. I par]m'ng must be located to the fron’c, it should
be separated from the building front with a small
yaId and should be buffered from the street.

R@fer@ne@ss

[0 See also Chapter 10: Design Guidelines for Site Features and Chapter 13: General Guidelines for New Buildings.
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3.Massand Scale

The original residences and small, false-front commer-
cial buildings contribute greatly to the overall charac-
ter of this arca. Althougtl a few targer institutional
structures exist, the smaller size and ga]ote roof forms
of the sirnpte residences and businesses dominated the
scene historically and should continue to do so.

A. Maintain the average scale of one- and two-story
Lmlclmgs along the street.

1) Asameans of minimizing the perceived mass of
a project, consider cteve]oplng a set of smaller
buildings, with one primary building and other
subordinate structures, ratherthan one targe struc-
ture.

2) Consider a series of small t)uitding modules, or

components, that may be interconnected.

B. Maintain the sumlanty of l)ml(lmg tleigtlts.

1) The apparent tleight of the primary facade should
not exceed two stories. Thisincludes additions and
new construction.

2) Taller portions may step back from the street side.

4. Building and Roof Form

Historically, individual building forms were simple
rectangular solids with gat)tect roofs, and false-front
facades o]oscuring them on commercial structures. This
tradition should be continued in new (tevetopment.

A. Use t)ml(tmg forms similar to those found tradi-

tionally.

1) Verticaﬂy-oriented rectangular stlapes are typicat
an(t are encouraged.

2) One simple form should be the dominant element
in a building design.

3) Buitding forms that step down in size to the rear
of the lot are encouragect.

4) Smaller, seconctary ]ouit(tings should be simpte

rectangular sllapes, as well.

B. Use roof formsthat are similar in scale and char-

acter to those used historically.

1) Sloping, ga]ote roof forms should be the dominant
shapes.

2) Traditional roofs are simple and steep]y pitctled
and most have gabled ends facing the street. Most
primary roofs have pitches of 9:12, although some
are as low as 7:12.

3) A flat roof also may be considered for secondary
portions of a building.

4)  Roofs composed of a combination of planes, but

simple in form, are also encouraged.
5) Riotgelines should be similarin ]engttl to those seen
t]jstoricaﬂy.

Place the ]1e1'g]1t of the porc]1 decks at an elevation similar to those

found historically when feasible.

5. Porches

Porches are especiaﬂy characteristic of the
Brickelltown Character Area. Although a wide vari-
ety of design details for porches is found, the basic
organization of a porch as an entry element is an im-
portant feature that should be continued.

A. Use porches to define front entrances.

1) New porches should be similar in mass and size
to those found historically in the Character Area.

2) Place the tleigtlt of the porctl decks at an eleva-
tion similar to those found tlistoricaﬂy when fea-
sible.

3) Porches should have a finished (painted) appear-
ance.
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